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Dear Members 

We thank you for your support throughout this past year. As a 

community-based nonprofit organization dedicated to engaging 

the public in international affairs and promoting to citizens and 

students an understanding of the world and the need to 

participate in the global community, we are thrilled to work 

alongside you. 

Looking back at 2018, the interest, event attendance and public 

involvement in the World Affairs Council have been great. We 

have had the privilege of hosting renowned and engaging 

speakers, and hundreds of local students, alongside our members 

and guests, had the opportunity to hear and learn first-hand from 

these leaders and experts.  

We sincerely hope you benefited from the thought-provoking 

dialogue these forums meant to offer. In this newsletter we would 

like to offer you some updates and a recap of our past events. 

Wishing you and your family a wonderful holiday season, 

The Richmond World Affairs Council 
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Featured Programs in 2018 

March 2018 

Dr. Einat Wilf, author and former 

member of the Israeli Knesset. 

THE STATE OF ISRAEL 

Dr. Wilf served in the Knesset until 2013 

on behalf of the Labor and Independence 

parties. She is considered one of Israel’s most articulate 

representatives on the international stage and a leading 

intellectual on Foreign Policy. Born & raised in Israel, Dr. 

Wilf also served as an Intelligence Officer in the Israel 

Defense Forces. 

A most engaging and candid speaker, Dr. Wilf spoke on 

Israel’s right to self-determination and the historic roots 

of the struggle between Israel and the Arab world. For a 

summary of the evening, please read the Times-Dispatch 

Article “Former member of Israeli parliament speaks in 

Richmond.”  

April 2018 

Dr. Tritta Parsi, founder and president of 

the National Iranian American Council 

(NIAC), a non-partisan, non-profit 

organization. 

U.S. – IRAN RELATIONS 

 

Continue on page 3. 

 
Our new Members of the Board of 

Directors!  

John Asbury, President & CEO of Union Bankshares 

Corporation and CEO of Union Bank & Trust  

Mr. John C. Asbury joined 

Union Bank & Trust as the 

Chief Executive Officer in 

October 2016. Before returning 

to Virginia, he served as CEO 

and President of First National 

Bank of Santa Fe. During the 

span of his career of over 30 

years, Mr. Asbury gained broad 

experience in commercial and corporate banking with 

positions at some of the most well-known and highly 

regarded banking institutions where he was responsible 

for multiple services and regions. Mr. Asbury graduated 

from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 

University, with a BS in Business and an MBA degree 

from the College of William and Mary. 

 Dr. Jeffrey Legro, Provost at the University of 

Richmond 

Since July 2017, Dr. Legro is the 

Executive Vice President and 

Provost at the University of 

Richmond. There, he is 

responsible for the academic 

mission of the University and 

oversees the five schools. The 

University of Richmond’s 

extensive international efforts include being the #2 

rated school in study abroad and having a student body 

that has 10% international students. Previously, he was 

the Vice Provost for Global Affairs at the University of 

Virginia. An expert on international affairs, Dr. Legro is 

the author of numerous books and articles. He also 

served as a consultant to governments and foundations, 

researched and taught in China, Great Britain, 

Germany, and Russia, and in 2011 was a Fulbright-

Nehru Scholar in New Delhi. 

 

https://www.richmond.com/news/former-member-of-israeli-parliament-speaks-in-richmond/article_cc9df309-6fcf-5210-b9da-290c4b4d94a9.html
https://www.richmond.com/news/former-member-of-israeli-parliament-speaks-in-richmond/article_cc9df309-6fcf-5210-b9da-290c4b4d94a9.html
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Welcome New Members! 

We are glad you have joined us this year in our mission to 

engage and inform Central Virginia citizens about the 

importance of international affairs! 

 
Featured Programs of 2018, cont.  

An expert on US-Iranian relations, Iranian foreign 

politics, and the geopolitics of the Middle East, Dr. 

Parsi has worked for the Swedish Permanent Mission to 

the UN, where he served in the Security Council, 

handling the affairs of Afghanistan, Iraq, Tajikistan 

and Western Sahara. He also served in the General 

Assembly's Third Committee, addressing human rights 

in Iran, Afghanistan, Myanmar and Iraq.  

If you missed this fascinating speaker who presented us 

with a wealth of information, you can listen to the live 

recording on NPR News WCVE Forum: US-Iran 

Relations. 

October 2018 

Dr. Sheila Carapico, Professor of 

Political Science and Coordinator of 

the International Studies Program at 

the University of Richmond. 

GLOBAL DIMENSIONS OF MIDDLE 

EASTERN CONFLICTS 

A thought leader in Yemen affairs and the author of 

several books, Dr. Carapico has consulted at the Human 

Rights Watch, the Royal Netherlands Embassy, and 

the International Fund for Agricultural Development. 

During 2010 and the crucial spring of 2011, she was 

Visiting Chair-person at the American University in 

Cairo. 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Carapico spoke on the various aspects of Western 

involvement in the region’s conflicts, such as through 

weapon’s sales, investment, strategic geopolitical 

alliances, and the consequences thereof, which, as Dr. 

Carapico pointed out, also includes a seldom mentioned 

major environmental impact on the region. 

• Rodney Adams 

• Molly Aulino 

• John Bennett 

• Shannon Castelo 

• Candace Cindric 

• Edward Cook 

• John Cosby Jr. 

• Cheri Dahl 

• Diane Dodd-McCue 

• Sarah Eck 

• Mike & Vivian Flynn 

• Steve Gillespie 

• Margaret & Ted 

Hoagland 

• Faith Hofma 

• Joelene Hotze 

• Nathaniel Jackson 

• Missy Jaroneski 

• Sandra Joireman 

• Bernadette Keating 

• Sarah Krumbein 

• Adele Livingston 

• Michael Maibach 

• Kay Mast 

• Jim McDevitt 

• Corey Miles 

• Joseph Muldowney 

• Anne Nasri 

• Blair Nelson 

• Scott Nugent 

• Kumar Puneet 

• Ann Repp 

• Brenda Rippey 

• Charles Robideau 

• Errol Rohr 

• Heinz & Mareke 

Schiller  

• John Sherman Jr. 

• Juliani Sidharta 

• Rita Siegmund 

• Rob Vance 

• John Waters 

 

https://ideastations.org/radio/news/wcve-forum-us-iran-relations
https://ideastations.org/radio/news/wcve-forum-us-iran-relations
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Featured Programs of 2018, cont.  

November 2018 

THE NORTH KOREA DILEMMA 

Col. Lawrence Wilkerson, Distinguished 

Adjunct Professor of Government and 

Public Policy, College of William & 

Mary. His former positions were at the 

Department of State and the U.S. 

Army, including as Director of the U.S. 

Marine Corps War College. 

Dr. Todd Sechser, Professor of Politics, 

University of Virginia, and Professor of 

Public Policy at the Batten School of 

Leadership and Public Policy. He is 

also a former Nuclear Security Fellow 

at the Council of Foreign Relations as 

well as former National Security Fellow at Harvard 

University. 

With insightful analysis drawn from academic research on 

the one hand, and expertise and personal stories drawn 

from a vast experiential background on the other, both 

speakers shared their take on North Korea and the 

prospects of diplomacy between the USA, North Korea, 

and other players of the region.  

You can listen to the live recording on NPR News WCVE 

Forum: The North Korea Dilemma, or read a wonderful 

summery of the event in the Collegian, University of 

Richmond’s student newspaper. e 

 
The North Korea Program: What 

those who attended thought… 

“This was a first-rate event featuring two 

outstanding individuals (from a high-ranking 

government security member and a distinguished 

scholar) who provided considerable illumination, 

as well as their concerns about North Korea and 

the United States approach to the Korean 

peninsula. I loved the two opinions, which were 

not in opposition but added depth to the event 

because of their different perspectives. My friend 

and I had a long conversation about this event 

afterwards during dinner.” 

- Harry, member 

I enjoyed listening to Col. Wilkerson’s lecture, 

due to his genuine, unfeigned, commentary about 

the North Korea Dilemma. His real-world 

experiences provided contemporary evidence that 

propelled his argument on the dilemma.” 

- Kyle, student 

“I really like the different perspectives that the 

event gave me. I learned about the people in South 

Korea, and how the US is kind of overshadowing 

them in order to come to a resolution more quickly. 

It was interesting how Dr. Sechser focused on the 

big picture of how current government policies will 

directly impact the situation.” 

- Bhavik, student 

“I learned that things between the US and North 

Korea are not looking as bad as people would 

think. But I was unaware that North Korea won’t 

denuclearize, even though Koreans have 

reconciled. It shocked me to hear about the 

difficulties a North Korean goes through but has 

no idea because they were never exposed to 

anything else.” 

- Sarah, student  

 

https://ideastations.org/radio/news/wcve-forum-north-korea-dilemma
https://ideastations.org/radio/news/wcve-forum-north-korea-dilemma
https://www.thecollegianur.com/article/2018/11/virginia-professors-speak-on-the-north-korea-dilemma-at-jefferson-hotel
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… and what people say about the 

World Affairs Council: 

“I am so glad that we have a World Affairs 

Council in Richmond. There is so much going on 

in the world that is hard to understand, and the 

Council helps to put all the pieces together of what 

you hear in the news. I like to hear the facts, and I 

really value the Q&A time after the events. I am 

always amazed at the speakers you find and what 

they know.”  

- Penny, member 

“The Venue is amazing, and lends itself to the high 

level of professionalism expected from the RWAC. 

It’s nice to have a glass of wine, sit back and relax – 

the beverage bar is a great set up.  I also met some 

lovely people there.” 

- Billy, member 

“I liked that there were different ages at the event, 

not just older folks. It allows people to be integrated 

under the umbrella of political science. Overall, I 

loved how they bring people from different areas to 

talk about different things.” 

- Elhaam, student 

 
Our Interns of the month! 

 

Lina Tori Jan 

University of Richmond 

Hometown: Kabul, Afghanistan  

Majors: Leadership Studies and Political 

Science 

 

Lily Warden 

Virginia Commonwealth University 

Hometown: Alexandria, Virginia  

Major: Mass Communications, Minor: Political 

Science  

 

Taieba Kohistany 

Virginia Commonwealth University 

Hometown: North Virginia/Afghanistan 

Major: Political Science 

 

Alysha Thomas  

Virginia Commonwealth University 

Hometown: Virginia 

Major: Political science, Minor: Women and 

gender sexuality studies 
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The Richmond World Affairs Council 

Board of Directors 

John C. Asbury 

President & CEO  

Union Bank & Trust 

 

Tommy P. Baer 
Baer Law Offices, PLC 

 

Dr. Alfred Broaddus, Jr 

Former President 

Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond 

 

Austin Brockenbrough, III 

President 

 Lowe, Brockenbrough  

 

Dr. McKenna Brown 

Director 

Virginia Commonwealth University 

 

Rooz Dadabhoy 
CEO 

 Data Concepts 

 

Joanne Katsantonis 

Managing Partner  

McGuireWoods  

 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Lacker 
Former President  

Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond 

 

Gail Letts 

Virginia Market President  

Capital Bank  

 

Dr. Jeffrey W. Legro 

Executive Vice President & Provost 

University of Richmond 

 

Dr. Robert R. Lindgren 

President  

Randolph-Macon College 

 

Karen A. Raschke 

CEO  

Virginia Planned Parenthood 

 

Carter M. Reid 

COO 

 Dominion Energy 

 

Thomas A. Silvestri 

President  

Richmond Times-Dispatch 

 

Richard R. Whitt III 

President  

Markel Corporation 

 
Our upcoming Program: 

 

Russian Disinformation and the U.S. Response:  
Lessons from the Cold War  

  

Presented by  

Dr. Seth Jones 

Dr. Seth G. Jones is director of the 

Transnational Threats Project and 

senior adviser to the International 

Security Program at the Center for 

Strategic and International Studies 

(CSIS). He is also an adjunct professor 

at Johns Hopkins University’s School of 

Advanced International Studies (SAIS). 

Prior to joining CSIS, he was Director 

of the International Security and 

Defense Policy Center at the RAND 

Corporation.  

An expert on counterterrorism, 

counterinsurgency, and covert action, he served as representative for the 

Commander of the U.S. Special Operations Command 

to the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Special 

Operations and was adviser to the commanding 

general of the U.S. Special Operations Forces in 

Afghanistan.  

A signed copy of his most recent book “A Covert 

Action: Reagan, the CIA, and the Cold War Struggle 

in Poland” (2018) will be available for purchase after 

the presentation. 

Join us at 

The Jefferson Hotel in the Empire Room, on 

Thursday, January 24, 2019. 

Time: 5:30 PM – 7:00 PM 

Please RSVP at www.richmondworldaffairs.org or call us at (804) 

934-9000.  
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In today’s chaotic world, first-hand knowledge about international 

affairs and in-person conversations are more crucial than ever. 

With limited resources, we work hard to bring you timely programs 

with renowned speakers. Financial support is critical to the mission of 

the Richmond World Affairs Council, which is entirely reliant upon the 

generosity of its members.  

Please help us to carry on our mission and join us in making a pledge 

this December. The Annual Fund supports teachers, students, and 

educational programs and bridges the gap toward our actual operating 

expenses. Contributions to the Annual Fund are tax-deductible. 

Make an end-of-year donation today on our website, or pledge now and 

pay at your convenience between now and June 30, 2019. Participation 

is most important, so we do hope you will make a commitment of any 

amount. For more information and to make your pledge, email us at 

programs@richmondworldaffairs.org or call 804-934-9000.  

Also, don't forget to check if your employer has a charitable gift 

matching program and use our AmazonSmile link whenever you shop!  

Our Council would not exist without its members. Thank you for 

sharing your perspectives, your interests, and your generosity with us in 

2018. We look forward to exploring the world with you in 2019! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Share your Feedback! 

We are eager to hear from you! Share a 

program idea with us. Reflect on a past 

program you enjoyed. Better yet, do 

both! And don’t hesitate to contact us 

with any questions or concerns you 

may have. 

Contact us at: 

Address: 

P.O. Box 2940 

Glen Allen, VA  23058 
 

Phone: 

804-934-9000 
 

Email: 

programs@richmondworldaffairs.org 

For more information 

and news follow us: 

• http://www.richmondworldaffairs.org/  

• Facebook: Richmond World Affairs 

Council 

• Instagram: richmondworldaffairs 

• LinkedIn: richmond-world-affairs 
 

http://www.richmondworldaffairs.org/support-us-in-2019/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/54-1818164
mailto:programs@richmondworldaffairs.org
http://www.richmondworldaffairs.org/
https://www.facebook.com/RichmondWorldAffairs
https://www.instagram.com/richmondworldaffairs/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/richmond-world-affairs/

